
       HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE (11th Grade) 2018-2019 
Choose one of the fiction and one of the non-fiction books below for a total of two (2) books. Novels marked 
with an asterisk (*) are for mature readers, but you are NOT required to read any of them. Please consult with 
your parents BEFORE you make your selections. You may not choose a novel that you have already read. 
Choose something new and challenge yourself!  
 
Fiction: 
• The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who 
takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need 
from home, but soon find that all of it — from garden seeds to Scripture — is calamitously transformed on African soil. 
What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three 
decades in postcolonial Africa. 
 
• In Cold Blood, Truman Capote* 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family were savagely 
murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and 
there were almost no clues. As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, 
and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing empathy. This is a work that 
transcends its moment, yielding poignant insights into the nature of American violence. 
 
• The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd 
Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the 
blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, 
insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South 
Carolina--a town that holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sister, Lily is 
introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna. This is a remarkable novel about 
divine female power, a story that women will share and pass on to their daughters for years to come. 
 
Non-fiction: 
• Into the Wild, John Krakauer 
In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of 
Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned 
his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months 
later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into 
the Wild. 
 
• Hot, Flat, and Crowded (2009 Edition), Thomas Friedman 
Friedman explains how global warming, rapidly growing populations, and the astonishing expansion of the world’s 
middle class through globalization have produced a planet that is “hot, flat, and crowded.” Already the earth is being 
affected in ways that threaten to make it dangerously unstable. In just a few years, it will be too late to fix things-- unless 
the United States steps up now and takes the lead in a worldwide effort to replace our wasteful, inefficient energy 
practices with a strategy for clean energy, energy efficiency, and conservation that Friedman calls Code Green. 
 
• The Devil in the White City, Erik Larson 
Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work, embodied an element of the great dynamic that 
characterized America's rush toward the twentieth century. The murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor who, in a 
malign parody of the White City, built his "World's Fair Hotel" just west of the fairgrounds—a torture palace complete 
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with dissection table, gas chamber, and 3,000-degree crematorium. The architect was Daniel Hudson Burnham, the fair's 
brilliant director of works. Holmes used the attraction of the great fair and his own satanic charms to lure scores of young 
women to their deaths. What makes the story all the more chilling is that Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of that 
dream city by the lake. 
 
A friendly note: 
 
Summer reading is mandatory. Do not wait until the last minute to complete your summer reading selections.  
 
Some of you are currently scheduled to take English during the second semester, which starts after the 
Christmas holiday.  However, since all schedules are subject to change, you need to complete this reading 
during the summer. Happy reading! ☺ 
 
Below you will find the assignment for your fiction reading of choice. It is due on the first day of school. 
Failure to bring the assignment on the due date will result in a late grade. Please note that in addition to the 
assignment below, there will be an in-class writing assessment over your non-fiction selection during the 
first week of school. This will be a part of your summer reading grade. Preparation for this assessment includes 
having a thorough understanding of your non-fiction book of choice.  
****************************************************************************************** 
After reading your selected fiction book from the list above, complete one activity from each section for a total 
of three. Follow instructions carefully to receive full credit.  
 
 

Section A: 
Complete one of the following 

three tasks. 

Write two newspaper articles 
(at least 200 words each) about 
two important events from the 
book. Include images and 
graphics. Be creative! 

Write a new ending for the 
novel. Be creative; the new 
ending must still make sense. 
Your new ending must be at 
least 400 words. 

Write three journal entries 
from a main character’s 
perspective. If the book is told 
from 1st person, you must 
choose a character other than 
the narrator. Each journal entry 
should be a minimum of 10 
sentences in length. 

Section B: 
Complete one of the following 

three tasks. 

Cast actors and actresses for 
the movie version of the text. 
In a 5-7 sentence paragraph, 
explain why these castings are 
appropriate. 

Create a playlist of at least 10 
songs for the text. For each 
song, write a 2-3 sentence 
explanation of how it connects 
to the text. 

Draw a map of text’s setting. 
Be detailed and creative. Then 
write 8-10 sentences 
explaining the importance in 
the text. 

Section C: 
Complete one of the following 

three tasks. 

Write two poems (minimum of 
100 words each) about the 
events in the book; at least one 
of the poems should be about 
an internal conflict that one of 
the main characters is dealing 
with in the book.  

Create a comic strip of 10 
panels detailing an important 
event or set of events from the 
text. Use color, and be 
creative! 

Write a song that details the 
main issues within the novel. 
Your song should include at 
least three verses and a chorus. 

 
Rubric: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yBZa8PzzFOx32QBz2s45lm03S6OXI4kR/view?usp=sharing 
 
 

For questions about the 11th Honors reading assignments, please contact Ms. Luchansky at 
lluchansky@dawson.k12.ga.us . 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yBZa8PzzFOx32QBz2s45lm03S6OXI4kR/view?usp=sharing
mailto:lluchansky@dawson.k12.ga.us


       HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE (11th Grade) 2018-2019 
 
 

 Rubric for Fiction Assignment 
 

 90-100 80-89 70-79 69 or below 
Requirements Assignment was 

completed following all 
requirements. 

Assignment followed 
most of the 

requirements. 

Assignment followed 
some of the 

requirements. 

The assignment did not 
follow requirements. 

Creativity and 
Originality 

Assignment was unique, 
original, and creative in 
ideas and presentation. 

Assignment was creative 
in ideas and presentation. 

Assignment was 
creative in ideas or 

presentation. 

Assignment was not 
creative in ideas or 

presentation. 

Knowledge of Text Assignment showed 
complete and deep 

understanding of the 
text. 

The assignment showed 
some understanding and 
knowledge of the text. 

The assignment showed 
minimal understanding 
and knowledge of the 

text. 

The assignment did not 
show understanding and 
knowledge of the text. 
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